Aeport: LEEN VAN DER SLUIS
Picturs: BEAT VAN DER SLUIS _

OMNE month before the start
of the GP season opener at
Pernes-les-Fontaines,  soma

International
Champlonship at Lochem o
get in some bike time.

An advantage of this race is
that there are faw early season
competitions and GP-teams that
narmally can't be templed 1o race
in Halland, now enter readily.
With 36 teams present
qualification  was necassary
and Brits Daniel and Joe Millard
eniered the meeting hoping for
soma good racing.

Competing aganst
Willemsan, Bax, Hendrick,
Adriagnssan,  Rozehnal and
Fappich provides an indication of

and condition of both man
and maching.

Fastest time in Group A was
set by Dutchman Elenne Bax
who has changed his tsam for
this saas0n.
in Kaspar Stupelis ha has found
an exparienced, former two-times
world champion passangar

Millgrd qualified seventh in
Group B as Danigl Willemsen,
with Harald Kurpniaks in tha
ghair, was fastesl.

Willemsen headed the field off
the fing in molo one followed by
Etienna Bax.

Marcal Willemsen was up with
the front runners but hit trouble
andmnﬁnmufnmwmdatma
back of the field.

Millard didn't start too badly,
put ended up In the lence whan
he was pushed off the track.

Restarling two-minutes down
Daniel and Joe ware able 10
coalinue, but saw nobody on the
first lew laps belore they firually
caught the back of the pack.

Erom there they continued al 8

1o finish 18th.

in  froml  Wilemsen and
Bax rmode off together, with
Adriagnssen and Handrickx
giving chasa, fnllowed by a trio
of Clohse, Van Duijnhoven and
Visschar.

Jan Hendrickoe! Tim Smeunincx
passad Adriaenssen’ Auvray, bul
the leaders were already gona.

Willemsen and Bax

guys like

WEE

circulating extremety fas! and
at mid-distance Bax passed
Witlemsen, who had No anevar.
Hendrickx' Smauninex fintshed
a distant third.
It was already dusk when the
sidecars want out for haat two.

Again Willemsen and Bax took
the lead, with Marcel Willemsen/
Gartie Eggink third and Millard

13h

Hendricky Smeunincx knew
that they had to attack imidiatety
otherwise tha two Duich teams

would be off again.

The Belgians moved 10 third
by overtaking Clohse! Godau

and Willemsen/ Eggink on Iha

sacond lap.
Willemsen had the lead but was
put under iramendous pressure
by Bax who was clearly fastar.
Bax caught Willemsen and &
lap later was pastand maving off
into the lead which he held 1o the

flag.

Hendrickod  Smeunincx  kopl
sight of the baltling duo bat the
Belgians had o be content with
third place.
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The Millards kepl moving
steadily through the pack (o finish
saventh.

Tha first race of 2012 promised
plenty ol action for the upcoming
workd champienahip.

The team of Bax! Stupelis
ara the ‘new kids on the block”

nning to make life misarabie for
Daniel Willemsen, wha IS chasing
his tenth world title.

With Jan Hendrickx, Jors
Hendrickx and the Dalder
brothers all in the mix, the 2012
season looks sel 1o be a cracker.

RESULTS

OVERALL: 1 Etinne Bay' Kaspars Su-
palis (Zabel WSP) 50+ 50 » 100 polnts,
2 Daniel Willernaen/ Harald Kurpnisks {Za-
bdﬂfSFﬁlif-i!:-m.ﬂJmHnﬂriﬂﬂ
Tim Smeuniny (Zabel mcr &1 +41 =82,
4 Carlo van Duimhovend Eivis Mucenigks
{Zabel VMC) 36 + 35 = T1, & Marko Hap-
pich/ Martin Betschard (Zabel VMC) 33 4
35 = 69, 6 Marosl Willemsan/ Bertie Eggink
{Zabel WSP) 27 + X8 = &5, 7 Thijs Desks/
Robbie Bax (Tabel EML) 32 + 33 = 65, 8
Daniel Miliard/ Joe Mlllard (Husabarg
WHT) 23 + a4 = 57, 9 Gert van Werven!
Bick Sallis (KTM) 28 + 31 = 57, 10 Jason
vin Dasle/ Ben van don Bogaan [Zabed
YMRC) 28 + 29 = 57....

2012 Dates & Venues

Round 5 22nd July

Round 1 24/25th March - Fatcat Moto Parc

Round & 11/12th Al



